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Letter from the Past President  
 
To The Members of the Coastal Empire Region, 
We have come to the end of yet another successful and busy year in the Coastal Empire region. The 
last twelve months have just flown by! We ended the year with 205 membership. This is not 
surprising when you look at the tremendous sales of Porsche Automobiles by our local dealer, 
Porsche of Hilton Head. 
We as a club have enjoyed the support of Tom Ditzig and his staff who have hosted dinner meetings 
at the dealership. We could not have functioned as a board had we not been able to have our 
monthly meetings in their conference room.  Thank you Tom for all your help and support!  
Our club continues to grow, and we need to support our new Officers, George de la Bruyere, 
President; Buddy Brown, Vice President; Jim Izant, Treasurer; Carrie Moore, Secretary and news 
letter editor, as they lead us through the next two years.  I want to congratulate the new officers in 
their pursuit of running the Coastal Empire Region, and let them know that I am here for them 
anytime they need my advice and counsel. 
The new board has prepared a questioner for all members to help them with the activities that will be 
of interest and fun for all. Please return the questioner as soon as possible so they can get a 
schedule that will encourage the maximum attendance of the membership.  Many of you have been 
"regular" attendees at our functions and events.  I want to thank you for your support.  For the 
remainder of our membership, please put our '08 events calendar on your agenda and come on out 
and get to know your other members. 
It has been an honor and a distinct pleasure to have served as your President, these past two years.   
G. Dennis Leadbetter 
Immediate Past President 

 
2007 Holiday Celebration  
By: Carrie Moore  
 
Click, clack, click, clack, went my shoes as I walked across the marble floor of the 
lobby of the Marshal House where the annual holiday celebration was held this 
year in Bistro 45.  I was greeted with a friendly hello and a round of hugs, hand 

shakes and kisses on the cheek as all were in cheery spirits.  Old friends shared the latest tales of 
their Porsches and new friends were made through common discussions of car mishaps and holiday 
plans.   I was able to share that my 1979 911 is back in commission after nearly a year of vacation, 
relaxation, and rehabilitation.  The food was exquisitely presented with a unique mixture of spices 
that enhanced the flavor of the steak and salmon. After dinner the results of the election for next 
year's board members was shared with the group.  The results were George De La Bruyer for 
President, Buddy Brown for Vice President, Jim Izant for Treasurer, and Carrie Moore for Secretary.  
After the announcement, the most amazing chocolate confection was brought for our enjoyment.  As 
we parted at the end of the evening, cheer was spread to all with well wishes until we meet again in 
the new year.   
 
 



CERPCA Board Meeting Minutes  
12/18/07 at Porsche of Hilton Head  
 
Call to order:  6 pm  
Pres: Welcome to all. Looking forward to a new year. 
We obtained from the reading of the last meeting minutes due to lack of minutes at the meeting.   
Treasurer's Report: We still have money.   
Membership Report: We have 205 members.  We have additional 150+ family members.   
Old Business:  
 Next Dinner meeting: January 16th at Sigler's 6pm cocktails, 7pm dinner. Mary will reconfirm.   
 Next Board Meeting: January 15th 6pm  
New Business:   
 Driver's Ed Report: We are looking at new dates with the favorite date being the June 14th and 
15th.  We need a copy of drivers and instructors to use for future events.  Buddy Brown will call  
Kershaw to see if there are any available dates at their location. George will continue to be the chief 
driving instructor for CERPA DE's.    
 Web master: Chris will be the new web master.  The web master will be paid as per the past 
web master $500/ year for new design and upkeep.  The club will pay for the hosting of the site fee.   
 Newsletter: The deadline each month is the 15th.  Articles can be e-mailed to carrie_e_moore 
@hotmail.com.  Please fill out the member survey, so I can use for an article about a member.   
 Club interests:  A survey will be compiled for the membership to complete that has ideas for 
casual get togethers in addition to the dinner meetings in an effort to meet the needs and interests of 
more of our club members.    
    
Calendar of events   

�  January 16th Sigler's 6pm drinks 7pm dinner  
�  February 20th Sigler's  6pm drinks 7pm dinner 
�  March 19th Dinner Meeting Somewhere on HH  
�  April 16th Dinner Meeting Porsche of HH  
�  May 21st Dinner Meeting Somewhere in Savannah 
�  June  Sand Gnats Game?  ; 18th Dinner Meeting Sigler's 6pm Dinner 7pm  
�  July 1 Meeting at the Landings with the Landing's Auto Society Date TBA    
�  August 20th Dinner Meeting Location TBA  
�  September 17th Dinner Meeting Location TBA 
�  October  15th Octoberfest at Porsche of HH  
�  November 19th  Dinner Meeting Location TBA 
�  December 17th Jim Izzant's New House?    

 
Adjournment: 7:25  
 
Attendees:  President, G. Dennis Leadbetter; Vice Pres. George de la Bruyer; Treas. Jim Izant 
Hospitality: Mary and Carolyn Mayer; Autocross, Chris and Carrie Moore; 2008 Vice Pres. Buddy 
Brown; David Grandt; Roger Janson 



Member of the Month  
Name:     Jim Izant      
 
What was your first car, your favorite/least favorite characteristic of the car?  1979 AMC 
Javelin, I burned out the transmission at the end of the driveway in the snow.   
 
What was your proudest/least proud moment in a car?  Buying my first Porsche  

 
 What was/is your first Porsche?  1990 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet    
 
 What is your favorite car of all time?  The Boxter  
 
 What cars do you currently own? 2006 Caman S, 2006 Cayenne S, and 1987 911 Track Car  
 
 What/where is your favorite road to drive?  Any back road to Charleston  
 
 What do you keep in your glove box/floorboard/who's in your boot?  Grateful Dead Concert 
 CD's, maps of Georgia, windshield wipes  

 
Just the Basics - Driving Position  
By: John Myer 
 Welcome to the “Just the Basics” series of newsletter articles.  For the members who have 
been with the club since the beginning these will be familiar.  Since we have more than tripled the 
membership since then, these will be new to most of you.  What we are hoping to do with these 
articles is give you some information to help you become a better driver and, hopefully, convince you 
to bring your Porsche out to the race track and play with us.  It is the most fun you can have with your 
clothes on! 
 Let me introduce myself: I am John Myer.  I am one of the clubs Driver Education instructors.  I 
have been doing high-speed track events since the mid ‘80’s.  I started auto crossing (parking lot 
racing with the SCCA) in the early ‘80’s.  Over the years, I have picked up some good, basic 
information that I would like to share with people who want to get the most enjoyment out of their car.  
The concepts here can be applied to the street as well as to the track.  Since this is “Just the Basics”, 
I will strive to keep it simple enough for everyone to understand.  If you have any questions, (or 
corrections for my fellow track junkies) please let me know. 
 Any discussion about driving safely or pushing the limits of a car should start with the most 
effective driving position.  Virtually all cars have seats that move forward and backward, raise and 
lower, have reclining backs and lumbar and side bolster adjustments.  In addition, many cars also 
have steering wheels that tilt and or telescope.  A few cars even have adjustable foot pedals.  With all 
of the options where do you start?  Start with what doesn’t adjust, and work your way around that, 
keeping in mind that the primary factor should be what feels comfortable to you.  
 When you are in the seat, you should have contact with the seat back from the bottom of your 
spine to your shoulders.  Now, lets assume your pedals don’t adjust.  Slide your seat to a point where 
you can push the throttle and clutch pedals to the floor flatfooted, not on your tip-toes. In case of a 
panic situation, you want to be able to achieve full range of pedal motion.  Once you have a 
comfortable distance from the pedals, lets move to the steering wheel and seat back rake.  The ideal 
driving position is one where you have the most control of the steering input.  With your shoulders on 
the seat back, extend your arm to the top of the steering wheel.  The top of the wheel should hit your 
arm just before the wrist.  You should be able to grasp the wheel in the classic 9 - 3 O’clock position 
and have your elbow at  



a 90 degree bend.  Adjust the seat rake and /or the telescope of the steering wheel to achieve the 
most comfortable balance for you.  As for lumbar and bolsters, remember the purpose is to keep you 
cupped in the seat.  Not squeezed in nor sliding around during cornering. 
 I like the 9 - 3 position as it gives you the most strength and reduces the necessity of removing 
you hands from the wheel during a turn.  If you must use a 10 - 2 position, that is OK, but no closer.  
Usually the spokes of the steering wheel are designed so you can loop your thumb or forefinger 
around them, reducing the chance of slippage if hitting bumps.  Also, you can reach turn signal and 
windshield wiper stalks without taking you hand off the wheel. 
 As for height of the seat, you want to be able to see over the steering wheel and dash board, 
while keeping your weight as low in the car as possible for better handling. 
 When making a turn, you pull the steering wheel down from your 9 - 3 position.  The top hand 
should merely fine tune the steering input.  The reason for this is that you are much stronger using 
your biceps than the muscles in your upper shoulder.  Should you hit an obstacle in the road such as 
a pothole the strength in your contracted arm will help prevent a loss of steering.  To test this, make a 
fist and pull your elbow down toward you abdomen.  Have someone hit your fist from the top and 
bottom, since this is the direction the steering wheel will pull you.  It will not move very much.  Next, 
extend your fist straight out in the classic Italian driving style. This time have the other person hit your 
fist.  Odds are it will move a minimum of twice as far.  Imagine the difference this would have in 
steering input and possible loss of control.  To illustrate the difference of the 9 - 3 position versus an 
11 - 1 position, have the person hit your fists, one from the top and one from the bottom at the same 
time.  This will simulate the pull from the wheel, up and down. Next, while holding your arms out, 
together, have the person hit your fists from side to side, since this is where the wheel will pull from 
the 11 - 1 position.  It will actually pull your torso in the direction of the hit.  In a car, it would heighten 
unintended steering input. 
 Ideally, you should not have to take your hands off the wheel during a turn.  If you do, use a 
hand over hand method rather than a shuffle.  Even with one hand one the wheel, it is better than 
risking a period where neither hand is actually gripping the wheel.  Also, it is easier to return the 
wheel to straight because of the limited times you will have released the steering wheel.  If you use 
the shuffle method, you cannot quickly return to straight because the number of times you have 
shuffled cannot be remembered.  It also takes more time to shuffle 4 or 5 times than 1 or 2 hand over 
hand movements.  Lastly, the hand over hand method eliminates the problem of bumping into the 
spokes of the wheel during emergency situations. 
 Happy driving and keep the shiny side up! 

 
Carrie's Automotive Book Club  

Dare to Repair Your Car   
By: Julie Sussman and Stephanie Glakas-Tennet   
  
Know someone who is just learning to drive, moving away from home for the first 
time, or has only the most basic knowledge of automotive maintenance?  Then 
this is the book for you/them.  The authors of Dare to Repair Your Car have 
created a book that tells you all of the basics.  They share everything from fixing 
scratches and chips in the paint to how to choose the correct safety equipment 
for your life style.  (Though caution to air cooled Porsche owners.  The 
procedure for changing the oil is not entirely correct. If you are planning on doing 
this yourself, I would recommend looking on some Porsche forums.)  There are 

simple illustrations to follow and they even tell you if you need a “helpful friend” to complete a project 
safely.  I give this book 3 gears.  It's an easy read, good gift idea, and truly helpful for those who 
haven't had Chris to encourage them to figure it out on their own.   



2008 EVENTS 
By: Roger Jenson  
  
The board wanted to expand the events being offered to the general membership this year and 
also expand the types of events (non-driving related)offered  throughout the year. They also wanted 
to involve not only the member but also the associate member with or without the member. As 
such, I, Roger Janson, have been appointed Events Chairman. 
  
At our monthly meeting we distributed a questionnaire to the attendees because the 
board preferred to offer events the membership wanted, would participate in, and--most 
importantly--help organize. The board provided a list of 12 events that might be of interest. All 12 
got more than 50% of the attendees saying they would participate in an event and all events got at 
least 2 members that would help organize an event(s). 
  
Consequently, we will begin further investigation into each of the 12 events and begin offering them 
to you as details are available. As you will see, the events are generally seasonal with some 
connected to events that already have established dates. We offer the list of events so you may 
anticipate what we will be rolling out in the near future.  
  
The events are:                         
*Brunswick Gambling Boat Junket                    *Autocross 
*Day Kayak Trip                                                       *O'Night Tail of the Dragon Rally 
*Jacksonville Jaguars Football Game               *O'Night Blue Ridge Parkway Rally  
*Savannah Sand Gnats Game                             *Hospitality Room-Porsche Parade  
*Golf Outing (same day as regular meeting)    *Booth - Hilton Head Concours 
*T.S.D. Rally                                                              *Fun or Gimmick Rally 
  
We hope you find interest in participating in something being offered this year. 
If you would like to help organize any of the above events please contact me at 
RRJSCHH42@AOL.COM. 

 
Letter from the Editor  
By: Carrie Moore  
 
How am I doing?  Would you rather receive the newsletter electronically?  What kind of activities 
would you like to participate in with CERPCA?  You can create and respond to forums set up on our 
local clubs website www.cerpca.com.  The website has a new face for the new year with new and 
upcoming features.  If you find a great Porsche website, please share it with the rest of us.  If you 
have a great story that has happened with you and a car (preferably a Porsche), post it or e-mail it to 
me at carrie_e_moore@hotmail.com.  If you go to a great car function, write a short article 100+ 
words and send it to me.  (You never know if you might be the next published author in the club rag!)  
The deadline for the newsletter will be the 15th of each month.  I look forward to bringing you an 
exciting newsletter that is informative and interesting to read, so share your ideas and I will cater to 
your interests.  If you would like to write a regular article, go for it! I welcome your impute!  I am 
beginning a column entitled Carrie's Automotive Book Club, because I'm always looking for a good 
book to read at the track during down time.  If you have a book that is in some way related to cars 
that you would like me to review, send it my way.  I look forward to bringing you a newsletter to enjoy!     



GOLF OUTING 
By: Roger Jenson  
  
We are pleased to bring you our first event for 2008.  We would like you to join us at a golf 
outing that is scheduled in conjunction with a regular meeting. 
 *The Event Chairman is STEVE POTTER. 
*The location is EAGLES POINTE. 
*The date is MARCH 19 ----regular meeting will be at Charlie's Crab that evening 
*The cost for golf and cart is $50 total per person. 
*The time is ABOUT 11 AM -once the field is established Steve will contact each player with    
their exact tee time. 
  
Please send check made out to "Coastal Empire Region-PCA": to 
PORSCHE OF HILTON HEAD 
ATTN: STEVE POTTER 
107 DRIVERS WAY 
HARDEVILLE, SC 29927 
Along with the check, Steve will need(A) name(s),(B) contact phone number(s) and (C) 
handicap(s). 
  
(As our policy has been: cancellation less than 2 weeks before the event results in forfeiture of 
your entry fee) 
  
REMEMBER: Associate members are welcome to join us even if the member is unavailable. 
You do not have to attend the regular meeting, but we wish you would, in order to join us on the 
links. 

 
DIY Tech Corner:  Tony Bitz Megasquirt Fuel Injection 
Installment 1 of 4: The Fire  
By: Paul Dornburg 
 
On November 11, 2006 it all began innocently enough, trading emails: 
 
“Chris, 
Time to update your website. 
I got a chuckle when I clicked on the link to your Weekend Automophelia and nothing was there. LOL! 
Get to it son. 
Paul” 
 
 “Paul, 

OK OK, well it was wishful thinking making that website at first. 
      Nice to hear from you, today of all days, last night we had a family tragedy. Carrie's 911 wouldn't start 
to get her home from work (in the school parking lot) and then when it finally did, it lit the whole airbox ablaze 
and pretty much toasted the whole back end of the car. (as in fire truck, sirens, the whole deal) 
      Tomorrow I am taking a day off work.  I don't know if she's going to recover from this one. It even 
melted the speakers in the back seat. 
      We both cried.  For a car, we both cried.  It was quite the spectacular fire though, at one point it pretty 
much exploded, blowing the decklid open and showering the parking lot with bits of burning plastic.  
      I still don't even have the car home. Maybe I'll update the website with pictures. We had a great time 
last weekend at Roebling.  Ironic how the car performed flawlessly all weekend on a road course, only to 
explode in  

 Before the fire  



the school parking lot. 
Chris” 
 
“Chris, 
      Good to hear you and Carrie are okay.  So sad about the car.  Let me know what you plan to do with it.  
Maybe I can help. 
      I've seen a number of photos of burned 911's so I pretty well know what it looks like. 
Tell Carrie Carolyn and I said "HI". 

Paul” 
 
“Paul, 
see the carnage here: 
http://forums.pelicanparts.com....... 

Chris”�
�
“Chris,�

Just what I envisioned.  Most likely a fuel line was leaking when Carrie tried to start the car.  Because 
of the leak the system would not pressurize and therefore wouldn't start.  The backfire happened because of 
the lean condition and it set off the spilled fuel.�
 

[now the line that got everything going] 
 

How about this?  Get it to my house and I'll get it running for just the price of the parts.  I can clean and 
paint the engine compartment and put in a new soundproofing pad, replace the injection system and get it 
running.  You'll have to take care of the exterior paint.�

You could flat tow it without a problem.  What do you think?�
�Paul” 
�
 And so the project began….to be continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fuel lines 

 

Engine bay panorama view after basic cleanup  

Top 2 inches of burned main wiring 
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Oil tank area 

The wiring harness  



 


